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infusion which has a stupefying effect similar to that of

opium or hashish.
Dipktheria : Antitoxin Statistics.

The following figures are from the government of Podolia.
 They are published by Dr. Zabolotnui in a local journal and
quoted in the Meditzinsko&eacute; Obozri&eacute;ni&eacute;. In 109 cases proved
bacteriologically to be true diphtheria injections of anti-

diphtheritic serum were employed. The number of deaths
was 14 ; the percentage death-rate was, therefore, 12’8.
Previously, under the older forms of treatment, the death-
rate had been 48 per cent. Prophylactic injections were
given to 228 healthy persons, stated to be members of
families in which cases of diphtheria had occurred. None
of these persons contracted the disease. Dr. Zabolotnui him-
self underwent the treatment for an attack of diphtheria and
describes graphically the rapid subjective improvement after
the first injection ; the disappearance of headache and of
the apathetic state into which he had fallen, with corre-
sponding rise in spirits and improvement in all the specific
symptoms. The temperature fell from 396&deg; C. to normal
after the second injection.

St. Petersburg, Aug. 19th (31st).

NEW YORK.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Protection of the Inmates of Hospitals ayairest Fire.
AT the last session of the Legislature of the State of

New York a law was passed which provides that all hos-
pital buildings used for general hospital purposes, or asylums
or hospitals for the insane, or any hospital buildings that are
more than two storeys high shall have properly constructed
iron stairways on the outside thereof, with suitable door-

ways leading thereto from each storey above the first for use
in case of fire. It shall be the duty of the trustees,
managers, owners, or proprietors of such hospitals or

 asylums to cause such stairways to be constructed and main-
tained. If the trustees or owners of any hospitals, except
those owned and maintained by a city, a county, or the
State, shall fail to provide such stairways before Oct. lst,
1896, then the local authorities shall proceed to erect such
stairways, and the cost thereof may be recovered by an
action at law from the property of the said hospital. The
district attorney of each county is charged with the  execu-
tion of this statute, except in the case of hospitals erected
by the State, city, or by a county. This law is to take effect
on Oct. 1st, 1895.

Temperance v. Crime.
In the annual report of the State Board of Pardons of

Ohio attention is called to the fact that the board has in
most cases deemed it prudent to include in the recommenda-
tion for pardon a condition requiring abstinence from the
 use of intoxicating liquor. This is done in the belief that
it will lessen the liability of the pardoned prisoner to again
commit the crime. " It is a conspicuous fact," says the
report, "that in nearly every case of crime against the
person the offender was either under the influence of liquor
or became involved in an affair by reason of being in a place
where intoxicating liquor was sold."

 A State Board of Health commended by the Le,gislature.
The State Board of Michigan, one of the oldest and most

tiseful health organisations of this country, has recently
been investigated with gratifying results. The committee con-
cludes as follows: " Your committee find that the Michigan
State Board of Health, as at present organised, is one of the
most  useful and worthy of the departments of our State
government. Through it the people have received the un-
requited and the unselfish labours of distinguished citizens
of our State who stand pre-eminent among the sanitarians of
 the country. The board has attained a renown second to
none among all similar organisations in the world. It has

organised and developed a public health service in this State
second to none in efficiency, and which has added to the
health, life, happiness, and prosperity of our people. It has
materially reduced sickness and deaths from several prevent-
able causes, and it is a demonstrable fact that these labours
have resulted in an actual money saving to the people of this
State many fold more than their cost."

Obituary.
PROFESSOR DE SURY.

THE Swiss school has just lost one of its most distinguished
representatives in Dr. Ernest de Sury, Extraordinary Pro-
fessor of Legal Medicine in the University of Bale.
Born of a good old Helvetian family at Soleure on

April 30th, 1850, de Sury when still a boy removed with his
parents to Bale, where his education was thenceforward
carried on. At the university he became a zealous and pro-
ficient student of medicine and graduated with great distinc-
tion in 1874. His first professional post was that of
assistant physician in the lunatic asylum at St. Gall,
which he held with much acceptance for four years,
until, finding himself too isolated for scientific, especially
clinical, observation, he returned to Bale. There his

exceptional ability, his pleasant address, and his high
integrity rapidly drew round him an influential client&egrave;le. He
was particularly successful with that class of patients who
have contracted the invalid habit " till they seem almost to
nurse their ailments and pride themselves on proving that
their case at least is too difficult for medicine. It was here
his alienist experience happily intervened, not a little aided
by a geniality which disarmed querulousness. The same
characteristic made him extremely popular among the poor,
his skill, always at their service, being enhanced by a

generosity so delicate that he never burdened its object with
the sense of obligation.
His connexion with the University of Bale dates from 1880,

when he opened a " cours libre" in forensic medicine. His
lectures were largely attended and numbered many " post-
graduates " among their hearers. In recognition of his

philanthropy and public spirit, especially in behalf of the

poor, he  received the freedom of the city of Bale in 1883 and
in 1887 was elected to the Grand Council of State by the con-
stituents of the Spaten quarter. He was a member of not a
few commissions, on which his judgment and experience,
professional and lay, were of conspicuous service, particu-
larly on the commission for making assurance against illness
compulsory, and that for reserving the Sundays intact for
the repose of the working man. In 1890 he was promoted by
the University as Professor Extrordinary of Legal Medicine,
and was in the zenith of his powers and his popularity when,
on the 26th ult., he was suddenly cut down.

DEATHS OF EMINENT FOREIGN MEDICAL MEN.-The
deaths of the following eminent foreign medical men are
announced :-Dr. Ignacio Pirovano, formerly Professor of
Clinical Surgery in Buenos Ayres.-Dr. Valentini, Surgeon-
General in the Prussian Army, at the age of seventy-seven.-
Dr. Slawczynski, one of the oldest and most respected
members of the medical profession in Berlin.-Dr. Friedrich
Miescher, formerly Professor of Physiology in Bale, at Davos,
after a long illness, at the age of fifty-one.-Dr. Pasquale
Landi, Professor of Surgery and Operative Medicine in the
University of Pisa, aged seventy-nine.-Dr. Texier, Professor
of Internal Pathology in the Medical School of Algiers.&mdash;
Dr. E. G6th, Extraordinary Professor of Midwifery and
Gynxcology in the University of Clausenburg.-Dr.
Francesco Berte, Professor of Anatomy in Catania.-Dr.
W. C. Jarvis, Professor of Laryngology in the University of
New York.-Dr. Luigi Galassi, Professor of Special Medical
Pathology in the University of Rome.

VACCINATION GRANT.-Mr. C. M. Leakey, L.S.A.,
of Caistor, has received for the second time a grant for
successful vaccination as public vaccinator for district
No. 2 of the Caistor Union.

THE following members of the medical pro-
fession have been selected for admission to the Order of the
Hospital of St. John of Jerusalem in England, or enrolled as
Honorary Associates of the order :-As Knights of Grace :
Mr. Charles Edward Milnes Hey, M.R.C.S. ; Sir William
Overend Priestley, M.D., LL.D.; Deputy-Inspector-General
Belgrave Ninnis, M.D., R.N. Enrolled as Honorary Asso-
ciates : Mr. Reuter Emerich Roth, M.R.C.S., of Sydney,
New South Wales; Mr. John Edward Squire, M.D.; and
Mr. Alfred Croudson Tunstall, M.D.


